December 4, 1981 


NEWJERSEY ALERT 


Supplemental Appropriation Bill (S.3487) to Restore State Schoo! Lunch Funds 
IMMEDIATE ACTION NEEDED 


A Supplemental Appropriation Bi11 to restore $3.7 mill{on in state afd cut from New Jersey's 
School Lunch rogram was int rotieel in the Senate Revenue, Finance, and ie ropriations Com 


ittee last June. The $3.7 million cut by the Governor at that time wé in 
Surplus account pending analysts of the impact of federal cuts on school natrition pro 
grams. It Ys now Cis that the plead '$ action has pay exacerbated the severe fi- 
nancial burden thrust upon local programs by massive federal 
Throughout New Wes 1001 boards have been forc institute substantial increases in 
school lunch prices t: aeageetts for the drastic rose of federal and state funds. In most 
Schools reduced-price meals have doubled from las s 2 the current federal maximum 

O¢. Students receiving "paid" meals are in sea cases bear in costs of over $1.00 4 

last year's average price of 61¢. Statewide participation has dropped 20-30%, 
as prohibitive prices force children to seek an a icerate ive noon meal or simply go without 
lunch. The fiesiced participation of rite ist Hint le revenue needed to maintat 
ality me children remain’ 

School lunch managers java been facing tl i one Compromtsing the nutritional quality o 
the program in order to meet. food and ee notior fica) the integrity eee 
the program witch 1s authorfzed to pes the faerie ional wel l~b pe 1 nation's children. 
In some districts menu changes and emp’ ee lay-offs have already o: eta 


The combined loss of federal and state funds s to over $21 million, or a 20% budget cut 
for the New Jersey School Linch Progran,. ‘Aithough the damage has been done on the federal 
level for this schoo! Years IT TS NOT TOO LATE for the state to reaffirm its original con- 
mitment to the Schoo! ram by restoring the $3.7 million. This money ts peas 
for the program and require 1 or complicated legislative 


te representatives should be alerted IMMEDIATELY to the Supplemental Appropriation BtIT, 
IS Soant, its, ramifications for the thousands of New Jersey schoolchtIdren who depend a 
the schol Lurch Program for sound nutrition. A1l food pi Program supporters should express. 
thetr views on this cructal tssue in personal visits. telenton e calls and letters to their 
state lsteixcrs. (Note: Current menbers of the state Senate and Assanbly should be ‘con 
tacted, not new rep ee icted Ne 3). 
for further information on the Supplemental Appropriation B111, or 1f you are unsure of how 
contact caninare Tegislator, call Donna Eanes oe Alan Sanders at the National child 
itrition Project, (201) 846-1161. 


Impact of the Federal Budget Cuts 
on New Jersey's School Lunch Program 


Expected Total 


Federal 1 Federal 

Reimbursements eee Federal 
1981 Sept. 1981 Sept. 1981 Reimbursements 

Participation Prior to Cuts After Cuts Lost. 
aid 309,769 $22,191,851 $11,709,268. $10,482,583, 
Reduced-Price 35,493 6,963,726, 5,110,992, 1,852,734, 
Free 242,253 62,791,977. 56,687,202. 6,104,775. 
3 $91,947,554, $73,507,462, $18,440,092. 
NOTE: The financial impact of the federal cuts do not account for a loss o: nds that will 


eae peal both paid and reduced-price students drop out of che ore due to higher 
prices. e will be an addtional loss due to the change in income eligibility for 
ree and Lope price mea 


HANDLING DIFFICI 


ON THE SUPPLEME 


L_ APPROPRIATION BILL 


For a successful effort, we must be equipped to handle any and al] pertinent 
questions that can be expected to emerge from this issue. We have preps pared 
exfalionngraeestioisren responses Ctar‘will help ustilfeaserercionage 

our Legislators. If you are aware of any other difficult questions that you 
have faced in the past and successful strategies for dealing with them, please 
share them with us. 


1, Question: The loss in state funds, when broken down, amounts to only 3.7 cents 
pectunch. funch. Can't a school get by without this small amount of assistance? 
Response: This 3, s_ Job 
mini 000 funches ech aan Syeents per perl erans atone Urs S64 io or 

schoo) years As labor cutbacks ia! som lunch programs have already 

} it fs clear that a Supplemental Appropriation could put people back 

to work. aan tt topears psi e just pennies, this cut in state funds 1s actual 

a great loss for individual programs. 


The portion of school lunch funding goes to support free, re- 
Seton orice and raid peels.” Why should the stave provice adéttional funds for 
the of the paying children? 

Res} First of all, the National School Lunch Program 1s meant to provide 
aoe nutrition for all children, regardless of family income, Providing finan 
Cial support for all meals 1s good business sense. We have seen the price of 
patd meals skyrocket up to, and aver, one, do 

urn aay, fron the program. Without the cash revenue that the pay 
provide t9 the Drogran, the Tikel hood of progran shut-down increases. The st 
Should provide ass ana 
y maintaining a ms Financtal survival. 

Question: Less funding from th 1001 Tunch manag 

tore restive SELNes eset a's MA CTL. hostcelicaue i srear pt ireland 
shouldn't we be encouraging savings rather than padding the school lunch budgets? 
Response: Cutting back funds 1s no way to spur creativity. The outcome of this 
SEAT ton Toss will be a. tower qual tty: lunch, tspecially in smaller districts, 
as school lunch managers wnat have Sh Finaictal flexibt 

and prepare & nore nutritious, palatable meal. Yes, plate waste {s 2 problem, 


but it will aly be exacerbated when schools are forced to skimp on food costs, 
resulting in a less desirable lunch. 


Attention... 

‘A SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION BILL WAS INTRODUCED IN THE ASSEMBLY BY 
ASSEMBLYMAN LITTEL. THIS BILL, geo REQUESTS A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA- 
TION OF $3.0 MILLION FOR NEW JERSEY'S SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM. 

PLEASE ALERT BOTH SENATORS AND ASSEMBLYMEN TO $.9487 AND A.640, 


‘Naw Jersey Alertapublishadby the National Child Nutrition Projet, 6 Bayard Street, New Brunewick, New Jersey 08901.Te 
pre ar ee eee rer 
crema Pubeaon a tupported bya Community Food and Netivon Program ommunity Services 
NATIONAL CHILD NUTRITION PROJECT 

46 Bayard Street 


runswick, NJ. 


Sr Al] neals to ensure the participation of all students 
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